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1. Identify and explain three primary agents of political socialization, and explain their importance. Next, identify and explain three secondary agents of political socialization. Do you think a person’s political opinion can change over time? Explain. 
Political socialization is the method by which people learn and constantly associate with the political matters shaping their views on how power and the world surrounding them is and should be arranged. Such views, in turn, increase a person's self-awareness. Primary agents include family (which is the fundamental ground of molding one's norms), peer groups (the friends we interact with), and school (where we gain the scholarly understanding of ourselves). These agents play a major role in assisting us in comprehending our inner self as well as the factors in the environment surrounding us. The secondary agents include: relocating to a new community, getting into a new job, and meeting with new individuals in life (Terriquezz et al., 2020).
An individual's political position is dynamic. This is because an individual is in a consistent learning process which is subject to influence one's view on the political stand.
2.Define political ideology and briefly define the following terms: libertarian, classical liberal, modern liberal, traditional conservative, modern conservative, socialism, communism, and fascism.
Political ideology, as noted by Baumgaertner, Carlisle & Justwan (2018), is a particular standard of ethical ideas, doctrines, symbols involved in social movements, principles, institutions, or class that elaborate how the society should operate, giving out the cultural and political direction of a community.
Libertarians are the ones that fight for maximum political freedom, the freedom of choice, individualism, and voluntary and free associations. 
Classical liberal is a discipline of liberalism or a political ideology that promotes civil liberties with the observance of the law and economic freedom emphasis.
Modern liberal refers to the combination of civil liberty and equality while rallying up for the mixed economy as well as social justice.
Traditional conservativism is a social or political philosophy insisting on the requirement for the theory of a transcendent moral standard, revealed through particular natural regulations with which a community needs to coincide with.
Modern conservatism is the social, aesthetic, political, and cultural view that insists on the need to conserve or retain the existing things, upheld as objects of affection and trust.
Socialism is an economic or political ideology that suggests the means of production, distribution, as well as exchange processes to be owned by the whole community.
Communism is an ideology of social organizations that suggests all the properties to be owned by the whole community where each individual receives and contributes his share in accordance to his ability or the needs. 
Fascism is a group of theories or practices that positions a nation depending on the cultural, biological, or historical aspects and past all the roots of loyalty, hence resulting in a mobilized national society.
3.Several factors play a role in a person’s interest and participation in government. List and explain three of these factors and how they contribute to/detract from participation. Why is it important for citizens to participate in the political process?
The following factors influence one in participating in government, as noted by Baumgaertner, Carlisle & Justwan (2018):
*Modernization levels. - Higher standards of modernization increase one's literacy and political awareness hence increasing the desire to be involved in political and governmental affairs.
*The political socialization- Higher levels of political party affiliations increase the level of participation as contrasted to individuals with little or no political party relations.
* Campaigns-the political campaigns play a major role in influencing the citizens/voters' level of participation in the political activities.
The main advantage outcome of citizens participating in the political activities is that it acts as an empowerment plan as well as promoting democracy of the governance levels.
4.Describe some of the problems surrounding public opinion polls. How does public opinion influence public policy? 
*budget constraints- public opinion polls demand too much funding, which might be unavailable at times
* The framing effects- The results depend on how the questions are structured and administered. Poor questioning leads to undesirable outcomes.
* Public opinion polls are very fragile. There exists no consistency in results.
Public opinion is the majorities’ view. In implementing any law or policy, the public stand is always considered for the necessary adjustments to be made in the policy.
5.Explain the electoral college. Can an election in the electoral college differ from the population’s election?
The electoral college is a team of presidential electors needed by a country's constitution, for example, in the U.S., every four years, to decide who becomes the President after the popular vote is cast by the general voter. This means that the college's results can defer with the popular vote. The electoral college vote is the one that determines the winner, as noted by Frey, Berger & Chen (2018).
6.Describe today’s political campaigns. Include the shadow campaign, primary campaigns, and general election campaigns. 
The modern political campaigns are so intense and widely diversified to win the public into their favor. They are conducted under well-structured organizations which contain various leadership levels such as managers, activists, political advisors, and several other organizing departments. Further, they incorporate the shadow strategies (where money is greatly used to influence the political outcomes.
According to the Times Newspaper, primary campaigns in modern politics involves a ritual that carries the sober witness to the democracy of a nation. On the other hand, the general elections campaign in any nation involves massive political atmospheres where the economy, individuals, and other sectors spell one word, "politics."
7. During the 1800s, various political parties in the United States, rose, evolved, and died. Today the two major parties reflect differing ideologies. Summarize the ideology each party promotes and the segments of society and the economy that each attracts.
There are two main political parties in the U.S.: The Democrats and the Republicans. The main political ideology of the Republicans is that they have a system of replacing or accompanying the inherited rule system and maintaining conservatism. The party also emphasizes the liberty and hatred of corruption practices. This ideology promotes favourable fiscal policies such as lower tax rates. On the other hand, the main political ideology of the democrats is liberalism making it have wide centrists and progressive space. In economic terms, this party advocates for free markets and private ownership of properties (Frey, Berger & Chen, 2018).
8. Discuss the various elements in the election process from announcing candidacy to the election.
After announcing the candidature of various participants through the party nominations, the elections happen. In the U.S., all the other participants apart from the President are determined by the popular vote. For the President and his vice, the electoral college holds another vote to determine the winner. The college can uphold the initial popular vote or overturn it.
9.Money is a crucial component of any presidential campaign. Where do campaign funds come from?
Contributions become the main and common source of financial support of campaigns prior to elections. These contributions come in the form of loans, donations, and party members' contributions ( Frey, Berger & Chen, 2018).
10. Discuss the importance of direct democracy. List some examples of this process.
Direct democracy involves the direct participation of the citizens in the decision-making process. Some of the advantages include: every single vote from any voter carries the same weight, the federal government cannot hide any information from the public, and there is more transparency in direct democracy. Examples of direct democracy include Switzerland and referendums in Germany (Wike et al., 2017).
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